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IHAO in a glimpse

Vision
Returning Iraq to its once-leading position in Healthcare.

Mission
Addressing health and the social determinants of health for the purpose of developing the country across these
sectors.

Background

Founded in 2007, started as a Fulbright project that won the International Institute of Education award and grew to
become a leading national organization in its fields of operation.



Partners

Through its operation, IHAO was
able to form strong partnership
with national and international
partners.

IHAO is the local partner Co
leading with the National
Department of Iraqi Women the
National Working Group against
violence against women and
girls. (with technical supervision
of UNFPA)
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Health, Protection, Livelihood :

IHAO was one of the first NGOs to provide o Health & VT services for Persons challenged with
emergency support in Mosul in 2017 including: disability. ( Children program/ Youth Programs)

o Life saving SRH support and training.

« Case Management Services o Local Sector Coordination with National

o MHPSS and Legal Support Department of Iragi Women and UNFPA.

o Dignity Kits

o Awareness and Advocacy Meetings. Geographical Coverage:

o Financial Support and vocational training

o Safe Space for AG- Adolescent girls toolkit
Training

e School Curricular Academic & Extracurricular
Support-

Nenawa — Salahidin- Kirkuk- Diyala- Babil-Al Anbar-
Basrah — Al Diwaniya-Muthana- Najaf- Kerbala



Causes of Early

Marriage in Iraq

social norms/ Limited
gender roles Financial
&expectations c ,
( traditions) 4 ) apacity
K / School (low SE status
Dopout 30% more likely
(limited performance, to marry before
access/ quality) 18.

o J




Unregistered Child Marriage in Irag

External Contract with a
Mulla/Sheikh with witnesses/
Health Access is available
in PHCs/ not hospitals (
Adolescent pregnancies?)
Birth is by midwives.
SRH &FP services inside
PHC
Education continues if

willing/ options are variable.

Custody and Alimony
require legal processing.
Social Protection : Family
ID/ if single women/man/ /

elderly/ divorced/ widowed/

m1IeESrequire legal

documentation in cases of

death of partne

Child Marriage with children
registered under other family

members:
Women/Girls lose FP/ SRH
services inside hospitals (
pregnancy complications? )
Education continues if willing/
options are variable.
Women/girls lose marital
rights/ custody/ divorce/
alimony/ and protection rights
in cases of GBV.
Social Protection options for
Sile|Zunmarried women

following parental ID.

Child Marriage Registered in
courts (> 15 yrs old) in cases
of consent/ subjected to court
approval.
Health access available
easily in all health
facilities ( pregnancy
outcomes questionable)
Education continues if
willing.
Women have legal rights
in cases of
GBV/divorce/custody/
death of husband.
Social protection

following husband ID.



Consequences of Unregistered Child Marriage:

 Health is free
accessible to everyone in Iraqg- quality varies in rural, underserved areas, type of service required/ emergency or not/
hospitalization is limited to ID.
Adolescent Pregnancy/ Contraception / Deliveries services are limited in PHCs and jeopardized when ID is needed
 Education is available
in different options available for drop outs/ illiterate/ and those who failed 2 yrs or more the same class/ or external
examination if requested legally- Quality is questionable.
Education requires ID for students age 6 yrs and older.
Education does NOT require marriage certificate for married girls.

Drivers/ Incentives for Marriage Documentation
 Registration of children in school ( at age of 6 yrs old)
* In cases of divorce and domestic violence/ GBV when legal services are available/affordable.
* In cases of inheritance/ need for social protection services for divorced/ widows/ PWD - require legal
services.
* Proof of Parenthood / pedigree/ to acquire any of the above services.




Financial fine that the husband should settle (500,000 IQD) and 6M travel restriction.
IHAO Interventions that delay/ prevent Child Marriage

Support Academic performance of girls focusing on Middle and High school (13-18 yrs) — encourage
reintegration in schools/ and support/enhance education inside schools with low academic
performance.

Integrate extracurricular activities for AG like sports, skill acquisition and skill building.

Integrating programs that support build girls self confidence and agency like the UNFPA/UNICEF
Adolescent Girls toolkit/ and Girls Shine Toolkit from IRC.

Community Engagement with parents especially mothers on negative consequences of child marriage
and benefits of education for girls/ working on gender roles for girls/ women setting example of the
social workers/teachers and figures in the community.

GAPS : absence of government SRH educational activities inside schools for AG despite
having married girls within same classrooms.

Absence/ weak interventions and projects targeting SRH for married Adolescent girls from
government side/ NGOs and social norms/ fear to introduce the topics to AG and the
community.



Cessation of USAID funding

v Suspension of support for the Local Coordination with the NDIW. IHAO maintains
communication with NDIW to support/ promote women &girls protection.

v Termination of GBV centers and FP mobile teams activities in hard to reach rural
areas.

v' Emphasis of the role of local WLO in representing local challenges/ local solutions and
leading the moral compass for a healthy sustainable society where vulnerable
populations like women, girls and people with disabilities are represented, protected
and empowered to live with dignity , respect and safety.
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In 2017, Egypt recorded R o)) p,h#d R ‘

in Egypt annually Reports indicate that nearly 1 orf
girls marry before turning 18. | ‘

in 2020

Girls in rural areas become
marry before 18. e o

These numbers come as a direct result of the (1
on child marnage in Egyt and mc B
perpetuating negatlve SOCI


https://english.alarabiya.net/variety/2017/10/02/Egypt-imam-accused-of-marrying-off-underage-girls
https://english.alarabiya.net/variety/2017/10/02/Egypt-imam-accused-of-marrying-off-underage-girls
https://english.alarabiya.net/variety/2017/10/02/Egypt-imam-accused-of-marrying-off-underage-girls
https://genderdata.worldbank.org/countries/egypt-arab-rep/
https://genderdata.worldbank.org/countries/egypt-arab-rep/
https://genderdata.worldbank.org/countries/egypt-arab-rep/
https://genderdata.worldbank.org/countries/egypt-arab-rep/
https://www.unicef.org/egypt/sites/unicef.org.egypt/files/2018-06/Child%20Marriage%20Policy%20Brief%20EN%20FINAL.PDF
https://masr.masr360.net/%D8%A3%D8%AE%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1/%D8%AD%D9%82%D9%88%D9%82-%D9%88%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA/%D8%B2%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AC-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%B5%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%88%D8%AD%D8%AF%D9%87%D8%A7-%D9%84%D8%A7-%D8%AA%D9%83%D9%81%D9%8A/
https://masr.masr360.net/%D8%A3%D8%AE%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1/%D8%AD%D9%82%D9%88%D9%82-%D9%88%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA/%D8%B2%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AC-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%B5%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%88%D8%AD%D8%AF%D9%87%D8%A7-%D9%84%D8%A7-%D8%AA%D9%83%D9%81%D9%8A/

Legislative Framework

Article 80 of the Egyptian Constitution defines a child as anyone under 18 years old.

According to Article 31 of the Egyptian Civil Status Law No. 143 of 1994, as amended
by Law No. 126 of 2008, the legal age for marriage for both the husband and wife
is 18 years.

Article 227 of the Penal Code stipulates penalties apply to the responsible guardian,
the officiating official, and the witnesses.

Law No. 64 of 2010 also considers early marriage a form of human trafficking,
punishable by life imprisonment and a fine for the responsible guardian.

Article 5 of Law No. 143 of 1994 on Civil Status, as amended by Law No. 126 of
2008, states that “a marriage contract cannot be documented for anyone under 18
years of age from either gender.”


https://www.sis.gov.eg/Story/115934/%D8%AD%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B7%D9%81%D9%84-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%8A?lang=ar
https://www.sis.gov.eg/Story/115934/%D8%AD%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B7%D9%81%D9%84-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%8A?lang=ar
https://www.sis.gov.eg/Story/115934/%D8%AD%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B7%D9%81%D9%84-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%8A?lang=ar
https://www.sis.gov.eg/Story/115934/%D8%AD%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B7%D9%81%D9%84-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%8A?lang=ar
https://www.sis.gov.eg/Story/115934/%D8%AD%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B7%D9%81%D9%84-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%8A?lang=ar
https://lawyeregypt.net/%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d9%83%d8%aa%d8%a8%d8%a9-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%82%d8%a7%d9%86%d9%88%d9%86%d9%8a%d8%a9/%d8%b3%d9%86-%d8%b2%d9%88%d8%a7%d8%ac-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b1%d8%ac%d9%84-%d9%88%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%a7%d9%86%d8%ab%d9%89-%d9%81%d9%89-%d9%85%d8%b5%d8%b1/
https://lawyeregypt.net/%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d9%83%d8%aa%d8%a8%d8%a9-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%82%d8%a7%d9%86%d9%88%d9%86%d9%8a%d8%a9/%d8%b3%d9%86-%d8%b2%d9%88%d8%a7%d8%ac-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b1%d8%ac%d9%84-%d9%88%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%a7%d9%86%d8%ab%d9%89-%d9%81%d9%89-%d9%85%d8%b5%d8%b1/
https://lawyeregypt.net/%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d9%83%d8%aa%d8%a8%d8%a9-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%82%d8%a7%d9%86%d9%88%d9%86%d9%8a%d8%a9/%d8%b3%d9%86-%d8%b2%d9%88%d8%a7%d8%ac-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b1%d8%ac%d9%84-%d9%88%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%a7%d9%86%d8%ab%d9%89-%d9%81%d9%89-%d9%85%d8%b5%d8%b1/
https://qanony.com/%d8%b9%d9%82%d9%88%d8%a8%d8%a9-%d8%b2%d9%88%d8%a7%d8%ac-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%82%d8%a7%d8%b5%d8%b1-%d9%81%d9%8a-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%82%d8%a7%d9%86%d9%88%d9%86-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d8%b5%d8%b1%d9%8a/

Amendments to the Law around CM

Between 2017 to 2021, there were several attempts by members of Egypt's
parliament and governmental entities, including the National Council for Childhood
and Motherhood and the Ministry of Justice. The anticipated new draft law comes
after a public push against child marriage by the president. The NCCM issued Egypt's
first "national strategy" to eliminate child marriage in 2014.

New draft law seeks to address legal shortcomings around child marriage. In addition
to the existing prohibition on registering child marriage certificates, the new law
proposes that "every person who participated in the marriage of a minor younger than
18 years old is punished by five years in prison and a financial fine. The law also
obligates the marriage officer, or the mazoun, to notify authorities of any customary
marriage, or 'urfi marriage, where one or both parties are under the age of 18.

Some religious and cultural traditions support early marriage, legally registering the
marriage only when the bride turns 18. Underage girls may also enter

unofficial customary marriages called “urfi."In 2019, al-Azhar, Egypt's highest
religious authority, issued a fatwa calling for the elimination of child marriage to align
its positions with that of the Government.



https://egyptianstreets.com/2020/01/21/egyptian-mp-proposes-bill-to-criminalize-child-marriage/
https://egyptianstreets.com/2020/01/21/egyptian-mp-proposes-bill-to-criminalize-child-marriage/
https://www.unicef.org/egypt/sites/unicef.org.egypt/files/2018-06/Child%20Marriage%20Policy%20Brief%20EN%20FINAL.PDF
https://dailynewsegypt.com/2022/04/12/egyptian-cabinet-approves-draft-law-prohibiting-underage-marriage/
https://www.girlsnotbrides.org/learning-resources/child-marriage-atlas/regions-and-countries/egypt/
https://www.girlsnotbrides.org/learning-resources/child-marriage-atlas/regions-and-countries/egypt/
https://www.girlsnotbrides.org/learning-resources/child-marriage-atlas/regions-and-countries/egypt/
https://www.girlsnotbrides.org/learning-resources/child-marriage-atlas/regions-and-countries/egypt/
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/jun/21/senior-islamic-cleric-issues-fatwa-against-child-marriage

Government Efforts to Ban Child Marriage in Egypt
= Comprehensive National Strategy for the Empowerment of Women 2030

= Egypt's National Strategy for the Prevention of Early Marriage 2015-2020
through the National Council for Childhood and Motherhood.

= The Ministry of Social Solidarity launched a campaign in 2022, adding an
condition for continuing to receive the Takaful and Karama support, which
was not marrying off children under 18, in addition to the conditions of
providing healthcare for mothers and children and ensuring they remain in
school until secondary education.

= The National Council for women has also organized initiatives and
awareness seminars in Egyptian villages and governorates in recent years,
including the ongoing “Knocking Doors” campaigns



Way Forward: Strategic Partnership with NCCM

UNFPA Egypt Country Office has recently signed a partnership agreement to
address an array of the mentioned issues around ending child marriage. This
strategic agreement includes:

= Updating the national strategy for ending child marriage (UNFPA and
UNICEF)

= Conducting a costing study for ending child marriage (UNFPA and UNICEF)

= Delivering a national advocacy campaign around ending child marriage

= Capacity Building for NCCM staff, partner NGOs and Help line staff

» Evidence-based research on the root causes of child marriage

= Review and roll-out enlarged Essential Services Package with guidelines to
adapt response and referral mechanisms to adolescent girls’ needs in
particular in case of child marriage.
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