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NEWSLETTER - NOVEMBER 2023

The Regional Action Forum to End Child Marriage in Arab States/MENA (RAF) is delighted to share its
November 2023 newsletter, which seeks to provide you with its latest achievements and updates for the
period of June to November 2023.
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RAF ALL MEMBERS’ MEETING

0n 26 June 2023, RAF hosted a virtual all-members’ meeting with more than 30 UN agencies, I/NGO’s, and
academic institutes working on child marriage prevention in the Middle East and North Africa region. Findings
from two key studies were shared by RAF members during the meeting.

IDENTIFYING GAPS IN EVIDENCE AND
PRIORITIES FOR RESEARCH ON CHILD
MARRIAGE IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH
AFRICA (MENA)/ARAB STATES (AS) REGION

research conducted by Women's Refugee Commission &
King’s College London - presented by Dr. Aisha Hutchinson,
Lecturer in Social Sciences, School of Education,
Communication and Society at King’s college London

Findings: The three primary gaps that were identified related
to (1) Evidence to support programme development, (2)
Consequences of child marriage and (3) Contextual drivers of
child marriage, these can also guide future research priorities
for researchers and academic institutions. Key
recommendations also included the need to provide sufficient
funding to facilitate community-driven research agendas and
build the capacity of staff to support this process.

©UNICEF/UN052621


https://www.facebook.com/RAF.ArabStates.MENA/
https://twitter.com/RAF_MENA
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/o809j06od2w3gz9vrml26/Delphi-Study-RAF-presentation-23.05.22.pdf?rlkey=l0l6gkglecfgv7rxp5cw4b9yf&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/o809j06od2w3gz9vrml26/Delphi-Study-RAF-presentation-23.05.22.pdf?rlkey=l0l6gkglecfgv7rxp5cw4b9yf&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/o809j06od2w3gz9vrml26/Delphi-Study-RAF-presentation-23.05.22.pdf?rlkey=l0l6gkglecfgv7rxp5cw4b9yf&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/o809j06od2w3gz9vrml26/Delphi-Study-RAF-presentation-23.05.22.pdf?rlkey=l0l6gkglecfgv7rxp5cw4b9yf&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/o809j06od2w3gz9vrml26/Delphi-Study-RAF-presentation-23.05.22.pdf?rlkey=l0l6gkglecfgv7rxp5cw4b9yf&dl=0

THE COST OF CHILD MARRIAGE OVER THE LIFE
CYCLE OF GIRLS AND WOMEN EVIDENCE
FROM EGYPT, IRAQ, JORDAN AND TUNISIA,

research conducted by UN ESCWA, UNFPA, UNICEF and UN

Women - presented by Stephanie Chaban, Social Affairs
Officer at UN ESCWA.

Findings: Women and girls who are married young in these
four countries experience adverse outcomes throughout their
lives, including impact on fertility, decision-making abilities,
education, exposure to domestic violence, labor market
participation, and child mortality rates.

In Phase II, the economic costs of child marriage in 13 Arab
States will be further investigated, aiming to understand its
broader impacts. The focus will be on how child marriage
affects not only the individual girls but also their families and
the country’s economy, focusing specifically on income and
GDP loss. By using various sources and a detailed approach,
the economic costs from 2001 to 2050 is estimated. We
found that in 2021, child marriage resulted in a 3.2% GDP loss
in these countries, projected to be 3% by 2050.
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https://www.unescwa.org/sites/default/files/pubs/pdf/cost-child-marriage-life-cycle-girls-women-english.pdf
https://www.unescwa.org/sites/default/files/pubs/pdf/cost-child-marriage-life-cycle-girls-women-english.pdf
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RAF IDGC SOCIAL
MEDIA CAMPAIGN

To mark the International Day of the Girl and celebrate
girls’ leadership in the MENA region, RAF launched a
social media campaign on its Facebook and Twitter/X
platforms where we continue to stories and key
messages from RAF members who are working tirelessly
to end child marriage in the MENA region.

Below are powerful stories collected by our partners at
Women Alive in Tripoli, Lebanon:
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| got married out of love when | was
17 years old.

It was a failed experience, and | was
subjected to all kindz of viclence to
the point where | was deprived of
my education.

After a while, he divorced me and
now | am continuing my education
from scratch,

RAF WEBINAR

On September 18th, the RAF, hosted a wehinar entitled “How
can cash transfers contribute to addressing child marriage in
the MENA region?". The primary goal of the webinar was to
foster a comprehensive understanding of how cash transfers
can contribute to the reduction of child marriage in the
region. By bringing together experts, practitioners, and
researchers from UNICEF (MENARO, Lebanon and HQ),
UNFPA, Girls Not Brides and Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School
of Public health, we were able to facilitate an informed
discussion, while sharing evidence-based insights for more
targeted and effective interventions. More than 65
participants attended the webinar from various backgrounds
including INGOs, NGOs, UN agencies and academic
institutions. It was evident that there is an increased
interest in the innovative use of cash assistance - coupled
with incentives for education and other social protection
measures - to effectively prevent and respond to marriage in
a region that continues to experience compounded
economic, social and humanitarian crises
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Thay forced me to get married at 12,

My husband was 25 years older than me.

| got pragnant immadiatly. | didn’t know
how to take care of my baby, and | used to
ery bacause | falt like | was also a child

| won't accapt my children getting married
at this age now. Is it possikble for someons

who suffered so much to let her children
suffor too?


https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ehq0nppkwdned8tao92d5/Final-PPT-RAF-Cash-Webinar-18Sept2023.pdf?rlkey=7bw0tak0bah24dnomz4p6s8tx&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ehq0nppkwdned8tao92d5/Final-PPT-RAF-Cash-Webinar-18Sept2023.pdf?rlkey=7bw0tak0bah24dnomz4p6s8tx&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ehq0nppkwdned8tao92d5/Final-PPT-RAF-Cash-Webinar-18Sept2023.pdf?rlkey=7bw0tak0bah24dnomz4p6s8tx&dl=0
https://youtu.be/0Qhe20___NM
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/eqgir3cttwepjigcpgk55/RAF-Cash-Resources-Webinar.pdf?rlkey=yq5ko5epji0p9kk54qwrrhb5i&dl=0
https://www.unicef.org/gender-equality/international-day-girl-2023?fbclid=IwAR2fKf7Xy6rvwCdn4437PsGTivKFEhAHtrd0zMPngxlYtL1WFQpO8f5ivaY
https://www.facebook.com/RAF.ArabStates.MENA/
https://twitter.com/RAF_MENA
https://www.facebook.com/womenalivelb/
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FOLLOW RAF on TWITTER/X & FACEBOOK

TO GET THE LATEST UPDATES


https://www.facebook.com/RAF.ArabStates.MENA/
https://twitter.com/RAF_MENA
https://www.facebook.com/PlanInternationalJordan/
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/child-casualties-gaza-growing-stain-our-collective-conscience
https://www.unrwa.org/resources/reports/rapid-gender-analysis-gendered-impacts-october-2023-escalation-gaza
https://twitter.com/RAF_MENA
https://www.facebook.com/RAF.ArabStates.MENA/

