
RAF all members’ meeting
On 26 June 2023, RAF hosted a virtual all-members’ meeting with more than 30 UN agencies, I/NGO’s, and

academic institutes working on child marriage prevention in the Middle East and North Africa region. Findings

from two key studies were shared by RAF members during the meeting.

research conducted by Women’s Refugee Commission &

King’s College London – presented by Dr. Aisha Hutchinson,

Lecturer in Social Sciences, School of Education,

Communication and Society at King’s college London

Findings: The three primary gaps that were identified related

to (1) Evidence to support programme development, (2)

Consequences of child marriage and (3) Contextual drivers of

child marriage, these can also guide future research priorities

for researchers and academic institutions. Key

recommendations also included the need to provide sufficient

funding to facilitate community-driven research agendas and

build the capacity of staff to support this process.

The Regional Action Forum to End Child Marriage in Arab States/MENA (RAF) is delighted to share its

November 2023 newsletter, which seeks to provide you with its latest achievements and updates for the

period of June to November 2023.

Identifying gaps in evidence and
priorities for research on child
marriage in the Middle East and North
Africa (MENA)/Arab States (AS) region, 
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research conducted by UN ESCWA, UNFPA, UNICEF and UN

Women – presented by Stephanie Chaban, Social Affairs

Officer at UN ESCWA.

Findings: Women and girls who are married young in these

four countries experience adverse outcomes throughout their

lives, including impact on fertility, decision-making abilities,

education, exposure to domestic violence, labor market

participation, and child mortality rates. 

In Phase II, the economic costs of child marriage in 13 Arab

States will be further investigated, aiming to understand its

broader impacts. The focus will be on how child marriage

affects not only the individual girls but also their families and

the country’s economy, focusing specifically on income and

GDP loss. By using various sources and a detailed approach,  

the economic costs from 2001 to 2050 is estimated. We

found that in 2021, child marriage resulted in a 3.2% GDP loss

in these countries, projected to be 3% by 2050.

The cost of child marriage over the life
cycle of girls and women Evidence
from Egypt, Iraq, Jordan and Tunisia, 

RAF
members’
feedback

survey
A feedback survey was conducted in June

2023 with all RAF members. Survey findings

showed that RAF maintains a diverse

membership composed of academic and/or

research institutions, UN agencies and

INGOs, as well as NGOs/CSOs across the

MENA region. Some members have been

active with RAF since 2018 while others

joined more recently in 2022 and 2023.

Through the survey, RAF members expressed

the need to conduct further research and

advocacy initiatives, as well as capacity

building trainings, to tackle child marriage in

the region.
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On September 18th, the RAF, hosted a webinar entitled “How

can cash transfers contribute to addressing child marriage in

the MENA region?". The primary goal of the webinar was to

foster a comprehensive understanding of how cash transfers

can contribute to the reduction of child marriage in the

region. By bringing together experts, practitioners, and

researchers from UNICEF (MENARO, Lebanon and HQ),

UNFPA, Girls Not Brides and Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School

of Public health, we were able to facilitate an informed

discussion, while sharing evidence-based insights for more

targeted and effective interventions. More than 65

participants attended the webinar from various backgrounds

including INGOs, NGOs, UN agencies and academic

institutions. It was evident that there is an increased

interest in the innovative use of cash assistance – coupled

with incentives for education and other social protection

measures – to effectively prevent and respond to marriage in

a region that continues to experience compounded

economic, social and humanitarian crises

Click here for the recording of the webinar.

Additional resources on cash assistance for the prevention

of child marriage are available here.

RAF webinar

RAF IDGC social
media campaign
To mark the International Day of the Girl and celebrate

girls’ leadership in the MENA region, RAF launched a

social media campaign on its Facebook and Twitter/X

platforms where we continue to stories and key

messages from RAF members who are working tirelessly

to end child marriage in the MENA region. 

Below are powerful stories collected by our partners at

Women Alive in Tripoli, Lebanon:
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And... inspiring quotes collected by our partners at Plan International in Jordan.

RAF is extremely concerned about the deteriorating humanitarian situation in Gaza following the recent escalation of

violence. In times of conflict, children pay the highest price, and girls become even more vulnerable to protection

risks such as child marriage. We join our fellow UN agencies, NGO’s, INGOS and development partners in calling for a

cessation of hostilities, protection of civilians, women and children, and safe, unhindered access that would allow

humanitarian actors to reach those most in need, including girls and boys impacted by the violence.

Concerns over the deteriorating
humanitarian situation in Gaza
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