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Governments are obliged, under international human 
rights law, to prevent child marriage because child 
marriage violates or is associated with violations of 
rights including:

1) Right to gender equality

2) Right to education

3) Right to play

4) Right to freely choose a spouse 

5) Right to health

6) Right to live free from violence

7) Employment rights

8) Economic rights

9) Right to freedom of movement



Does international human rights 
law still apply during a crisis? Yes

What about international 
humanitarian law? It can apply at 
the same time



Child marriages often increase during 
crises in places where they already occur
• 1) feelings of insecurity and concerns about protecting girls

• 2) lack of access to education

• 3) families’ loss of livelihoods and food insecurity

• 4) families’ loss of their home

• 5) loss of ability to pay dowry/need for bride price

• 6) increased vulnerability to coercion

• 7) anticipation of loss can trigger child marriage

• 8) the crisis can be conflict, natural disaster, or a crisis within a single family

• 9) getting a daughter married can be a harmful coping mechanism; girls have 
their own (sometimes harmful) coping mechanisms

• 10) impact plays out over the course of years and generations



Collaboration between human rights and 
humanitarian organizations re: child 
marriage and crisis

• Human rights organizations look to humanitarian organizations for: 

 1) on the ground info and data; 

 2) help facilitating research; 

 3) recommendations/model programs

• Humanitarian organizations look to human rights organizations for: 

 1) human rights framing;

 2) public and private advocacy; 

 3) neutral (?) voice  



addressing child marriage in 
humanitarian settings

Osama ATIAH
GBV Communication and Reporting Manager 

Yemen Women Union 



Yemen Women Union 
23 major branches in Yemen

165 women centers 



• Yemen Context 

• Scale of Need

• Soaring Poverty Rates

• Alarming Child Marriage Rates

• Denial of Rights

Introduction

destroyed school in Yemen



• Personal Status Law (PSL) of 1992 Set minimum legal age of marriage at 15.
• Drafting of a new Personal Status Law: Proposed to raise the minimum age of marriage to 18.
• Increased girls' enrollment in primary education

Child Marriage in Yemen Before the 2014 Conflicts 



Key Drivers:
• Poverty

• Education Disruption

• Weakened Social Safety Nets

• Breakdown of Law and Order

• Exploitation

• Social Conservatism

Exacerbation of Child Marriage in Yemen After 2014

Helpline worker   



The program aims to prevent child marriages 
and support survivors by providing tailored 
interventions to vulnerable girls aged 10-18 in 
Yemen. The program offers multi-sectoral 
services, 

Child Marriage Program in Yemen

4  governorates 16
districts



Child Marriage Intervention Diagram



Child Marriage Advocacy Activities

• Policy Advocacy

• Awareness Campaigns

• Community Engagement

• Capacity Building

• Research and Data Advocacy

• Legal Support

• Collaboration and Networking



17,875 multi-sectoral 
services were provided 
to CM survivors

Major Accomplishments



343 girls have been 
reintegrated into the 
formal educational 
system

Major Accomplishments



18 non-formal literacy 
classes were 
established and 
supported

Major Accomplishments



Besides the Hotline, A 
WhatsApp Chat Helpline 
has been Established 

Major Accomplishments



Successfully stopped 
100 marriage cases

Major Accomplishments



Adopted 33 effective 
advocacy documents

Major Accomplishments



Introduced New 
Vocational Training 
Courses

Major Accomplishments



Enhanced the role of 
Awareness-raising 
and community 
mobilization

Major Accomplishments



1. Limited Reach:
• Funding gaps
• Cultural sensitivities and gender barriers

2. Fragmented Efforts:
• Conservative attitudes

3. Data Deficits:
• Lack of reliable data
• Inadequate monitoring and evaluation

4. Weak Legal Frameworks:
• Ineffective laws
• Weak enforcement
• Lack of support services.

5. Unsustainable Approaches:
• Short-term projects
• Limited community engagement.

6. Conflict-specific Challenges:
• Insecurity and displacement
• Limited access to services
• Exacerbation of vulnerabilities

GAPS AND CHALLENGES 



Thanks!



Responding to child marriage in times of 
protracted conflict and humanitarian  

setting 

Tamador Ahmed Abdalla
Child Protection Specialist 
UNICEF SUDAN





Sudan Context

The humanitarian crises has given   rise to over 6 million displaced people, half of 
them children displaced within the country. While about one million have fled to 
neighbouring countries as they start a new life as refugees.

Vulnerability among displaced families  increased by  facing,  physical, social, and 
emotional disruptions with limited social support, let alone limited health, education, 
and legal services.  

SGBV, VAC, abduction and harmful traditional practices exacerbated. CM has 
increased  for different reasons, including “Sutra” social norm value for  family 
honour, poverty,  lack of accountability by law enforcement and closure of schools 



Sudan Context

Emerging evidence suggests families 
have either taken advantage of 

social isolation as frontline service 
providers pivoted to respond to the 

crisis or imposing new dressing 
codes on girls and/ or resorting to 

coping strategies in the face of rising 
poverty get  them married.

CM reported cases in NK state  (52 
case reported in one week) 

perpetuated by Rapid Support  
Forces   (RSF)



Programmatic Shifts 

First, the scope has 
been widened. 

Social norms programming to end FGM 
and Child Marriage remains at the 

centre, while allowing to 
comprehensively address also other 
forms of GBV and related life-saving 

SRH needs.

Second, re-
prioritizing withing 

the Theory of 
Change. 

Community engagement and work with 
social movements of youth, women and 

health initiatives remains a central 
element of the social norms work.

Integration of 
humanitarian 

delivery platforms

New platforms include Child Friendly 
Safe Learning Spaces, Women Centers, 

mobile clinics, and IDP gathering points, 
which are now leveraged for both 

community engagement and service 
provision.



Humanitarian Response

Over 400 child friendly spaces with 
recreational activities and MH/PSS support 

for host communities and IDP families at 
Gathering centres. 

Capacity building for frontline workers 
including social workers, teachers, health 

providers, community facilitators and 
resistance Committees members.

Referral system strengthened including EWS 
for   CM and FGM  



OFFICIAL

Opportunities: 

Child Friendly Space 
(CFSs) + Safe Learning 

Space (SLSs)
Picture
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“Makan-nuna”- Our Place
CFSs+ SLS = Makn- nuna

Gathering 
centres - 

host 
communit

ies

Front line workers 

capacity building 

Girls
 

adolescen

ts 

engagem

ent: E
-

learning 

MH/PSS 

Mobile cinema 





Approaches

Using of local  dialects and messages for wider outreach of different ethnic groups.

Case-management and  the Early Warning System

Diversifying outreach tools - mobile cinema ( Partnership with Red   Crescent)

Scaling up CM advocacy and expand in targeted women centres for CCMT 

Targeted advocacy with the judiciary system including Imams at a local level. This  
helps prevent local magistrates from overruling imams.
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Operational challenges & Risk

Political instability in Sudan- Quick turn-over of the key staff in key 
ministries

Partners staff self relocation within and outside Sudan has slowed  the 
momentum of all programs

Low capacity of CSOs /NGOs 

Less reproting from hotspot and conflcit areas  as the systems are not 
covering all states and loclities 
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Priorities & Way forward

the   capacity for all stakeholders including Women Led 
Organisation (WLOs) Strengthen

GBV risk mitigation and referral system Strengthen

Increase target for  MCCT Increase



CHILD MARRIAGE IN LEBANON FROM 
SOCIAL AND LEGAL PERSPECTIVE

Ghenwa Chinder 
Director of Women Alive



ي+وناقلا قايسلا

 .دحوم يندم نوناق بایغ لظ يف جاوزلل دلولا وأ ةاتفلا ةـــــیـــلـــھأ ددّحُت ةنّیعمُ نّس ةینانبللا نیناوقلا يف دجوی لا
ةیصخشلا لاوحلأا نیناوق نم نوناق15ل عضخت ةینید ةفئاط18 نانبل يف

 Equality وWomen Alive ةمظنمو ةأرملا دض فنعلا ةضھانمل ةینانبللا ةئیھلا عم تلافطلا جیوزت ةضھانمل ةیمیلقلإا ةكبشلا ةقسنمكُتمھاس
now International

.2020 ةنس ركبملا جیوزتلا نم لافطلأاو تلافطلا ةیامحل نوناق حارتقا دادعإب

 نانبليف تمقافت يتلا تلافطلا جیوزت ةیلاكشإ نم دحلاو ركبملا جیوزتلا رطاخم نم تلافطلا ةیامح ىلا ىعسی ھنأ يف حرتقملا اذھ ةیمھأ نمكتو
 .ةینوناقو ةیداصتقاو ةیعامتجا بابسأ ةدعل "ارخؤم

 ةیفلخو ةیفاقثلا ةینھذلاب ةطبترم تایدحتب مدطصت "امود تناك يتلاو ةیقوقحلا تامظنملاو ةیموكحلا ریغ تایعمجلل ةمكارتم تاونس دوھج دعب
 لبق نم ،ركبملا جیوزتلا نم تلافطلا يمحی نوناق ىلع2023 لولیأ يف "ارخؤم ةقداصملا تمت ،تلافطلا جیوزت نایحلأا مظعم ررّبت يتلا نیعرشملا
 "اضفر اما ھب تبلليباینلا سلجملل ةماعلا ةئیھلا ىلاھتلاحا مث ھتشقانمل ةیباینلا لدعلاو ةرادلإا ةنجل ىلا ھلیوحت راظتناب ،ةیباینلا ناسنلاا قوقح ةنجل

"لایدعت وأ "لاوبق وأ



تلافطلا جیوزت بسنِب ةقّلعتم تاءاصحإ
)تلافطلا جیوزت( قّدأ ىنعمب وأ ،نانبل يف ركبمُلا جاوزلا ةرھاظ نع ةحضاو ةروص يطعت نأ نكمُی ةیمسر تاءاصحإ دجوی لا

٢٠٠٩ ماعلا ىلإ دوعی يذلاو نانبل يف لافطلأاو ءاسنلا عاضوأ نع فسینویلا ةمظّنمُ عم نواعتلاب يزكرملا ءاصحلإا ةرادإ ھترجأ میتی حسم ىوس دجوی لا



نم ةنّیع لوانت يذلاو يزكرملا ءاصحلإا ةرادإ ھترجأ يذلا حسملا يفو
 ةأرما7560

 نھغولب لبق نجوّزت تایتفل ةیوئملا ةبسنلاب روضحلا اذھ ىرن نأ نكمی
.رشع ةنماثلا نس نّھغولب لبق نجوّزت تایرخأو رشع ةسماخلا نس

 يتاوللا ءاسنلا نم%2,1 نأ ىلإ حشملا ریشی ىلولأا ةئفلل ةبسنلاب¡
ًاماع15 نّس لبق نجوّزت دقً اماع49وإ15 نیب نغلبی

نیب اھنیح نغلبی نك يتاوللا ءاسنلا نم %13.4 تجوزت نیح يف¡
ًاماع18 نّس لبقً اماع49و20

Before 15 Before 18



 حوزنلا ءدب ذنم نییروسلا نیحزانلا رسُأ دنع امیس لاو ركبملا جیوزتلا تلااح عفترت ثیح ,2023و2009 نیب ام مویلاً افلتخم ودبی ھتیمھأ ىلع حسملاو
2019 ماع ةیداصتقلاا ةمزلأاودیفوك ةمزأ دعب ةصاخ عقدملا رقفلا نم يناعت يتلا ةینانبللا رسُلأا ىدلو ،2011 ماع

ً ایبسن عفترا يذلا تلافطلا جیوزت ةبسن ریدقتل انتامدخ میدقتو انتاسلج للاخ اھلباقن يتلا كلتو انزكرم ىلإ ةدراولا تلافطلا جیوزت تلااح ىلع دمتعن كلذل
 .ةریخلأا ةنولآا يف

%27 ةبسنب نییروسلا نیحزانلا طاسوـأ يف يھ18و15 نس نیب نانبل يف تاجوزتملا تایتفلل ةبسن ىلعأ نا ،2016 ماعل فسینویلل ریرقت بسح



تايدحتلاو -,امتجلاا قايسلا

 ىلع ةیئاھنلا ةقداصملا مامأ ربكلأا يدحتلا لكشت :ةیفاقثلا ةینھذلا¡
 ةیعامتجا تایفلخ نم مھ باونلا يأ نیعرشملا نأ امیس لا نوناقلا

 تلافطلا جیوزت نودیؤی نمم نیریثكلا مھنیب نمو ةفلتخم ةیفاقثو
ةینیدلاوةیعمتجملا مھتفاقث بسح

 قطانملا امیس لا نانبل يف قطانملا مظعم ةیفاقثلا ةینھذلا هذھ دوستو
 ةیلقعب ةموكحم تاعمتجملا ربتعت ثیح نانبل لامشو سلبارطك فارطلأا

.تلافطلاجیوزت سرّكتو تایتفلا میلعت ىلع عجشت لا نیتیروكذ ةطلسو

ةیوسنلا تایعمجلا اھیلا ضرعتت يتلا ةمجھلا ىلا مویلا ةراشلإا نم دب لا
 نمو تایتفلاو ءاسنلا ایاضقب ضوھنلل عاسمو روطت لك مواقت يتلاو

تلافطلا جیوزت نم دحلل دوھجلا اھنمض



 مكحلاو ةینوناقلا ةموظنملا عم انایحأ ةلخادتملا: ةینیدلا ةطلسلا-¡
عیمج ىلع ةدحوم ةینوناق "انس ضرفی  يندم نوناق بایغ طسو

فئاوطلاو نایدلأا فلتخم نم صاخشلأا



 .يداملاو يداصتقلاا ءبعلا نم صلختلا فدھبنھتلافط جیوزتل لھلأا نم دیدعلاب عفدی يذلا :يدرتملا يداصتقلاا عضولا-
 بسن تعفتراف ،تاونس ةدع ىدم ىلع نسحم لبجو ةنابتلا يتقطنم نیب ةحلسملا تاعازنلا نم ةلوج تدھش دقو ، طسوتملا ضیبلأا رحبلا لحاس ىلع ندملا رقفأ نم "ادیدحت سلبارط ربتعتو
.ركبملا جیوزتلل ةضرع رثكأ نھلعجی يذلا رملأا تامدخلاو دراوملاو صرفلا ىلا لوصولا يف قطانملا نم دیدع يف تایتفلاو ءاسنلا صرف تضفخنا يلاتلابو رقفلاو نامرحلا



 عونلا ىلع مئاقلا فنعلا بسن تمقاف يتلا :يروسلا حوزنلا ةمزأ¡
 جیوزت بسن ھعمو يسنجلا فنعلا بسن تعفترا يلاتلابو يعامتجلاا
.تافاقثلا لخادت ببسب "اعم ةینانبللاو ةیروسلا طاسولأا يف تلافطلا



 ءاسCلاو تايتفلا عاضوأ =>ع تاعا$#لا رثؤت :نانبلو ةقطنلما +, +*ا)'ا عا$#لا¡
اررضت OPكأ نLلعجي امم

ً
اشVمTUو 

ً
 سلبارطك ةشمLلما قطانلما +, اميس لا ,

لمعلاو ميلعتلا اhUمو تامدg'او صرفلاو دراولما =*إ نLّلوصو ديّق_و
 وأ نامر)tل sPكأ بسCب نضرعتي امك .ركبلما ج_و$nلل ةضرع OPكأ نحبصيف

 متيف ةيباجنلااو ةيسxC'ا ة)wلاب ةقلعتلما تامدtgل لوصولا ةuوعص
 ءبعلا نعفديف ةمئلام �Pغ ةي)~ فورظ +, نsجن_و نلمح_و "اركاب نLج_وزت

تلافط ن�Uّوك نع ادع،" افعاضم



:تلافطلا ج<وزت ةر;اظل يدصتلل اندو1جو ةذفنلما ةرصانلما ةلمح

 تاعمتجملا لخاد ةیعوتلا رشن-
رثكلأاو ةشمھملا تاعمتجملا ةصاخ
تلافطلا جیوزت ةرھاظ نم "اررضت

ةیلمع يف نیسنجلا لاك كارشإو
 .ةرصانملاو ةیعوتلا

 سرادلما لخاد ةيعوتلا رش"-

 CD اBكارش?و ةباشلا تائفلل تاعما56او

.ةرصانلما

 تاطاشن( نفلا للاخ نم ةرصانم-
 تابلاطلا/بلاطلل تاقباسمو ةینف
)تلافطلا جیوزت ةیضق نع ریبعتلل

 ةرثؤلما تا56Bا عم رارمتساب كيJشIلا-

 مVWلع طغضلاو رارقلا عانصو

.نوناقلا \]ع ةقداصملل

 ةيلefا تافلاتئلاا \aا مامضنلاا

 تايعم56او لودلا ةرصانمو ةيميلقلإاو

جiوزت نأ اميس ضعبل اBضعk ةكiرشلا

.ةكtuشم ةيضق وs تلافطلا







Q&A


