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Governments are obliged, under international human
rights law, to prevent child marriage because child

marriage violates or is associated with violations of
rights including:



Does international human rights
law still apply during a crisis?

What about international
humanitarian law?




Child marriages often increase during
crises in places where they already occur



Collaboration between human rights and
humanitarian organizations re: child
marriage and crisis



addressing child marriage in
humanitarian settings
Osama ATIAH

GBV Communication and Reporting Manager
Yemen Women Union
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* Yemen Context

« Scale of Need

« Soaring Poverty Rates

« Alarming Child Marriage Rates
* Denial of Rights




* Personal Status Law (PSL) of 1992 Set minimum legal age of marriage at 15.
» Drafting of a new Personal Status Law: Proposed to raise the minimum age of marriage to 18.
* Increased girls' enrollment in primary education




Key Drivers:
 Poverty

« Education Disruption

« Weakened Social Safety Nets
« Breakdown of Law and Order
« Exploitation

 Social Conservatism

Helpline worker



Child Marriage Program in Yemen

The program aims to prevent child marriages
and support survivors by providing tailored
interventions to vulnerable girls aged 10-18 in
Yemen. The program offers multi-sectoral
services,
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Child Marriage Advocacy Activities

Policy Advocacy

Awareness Campaigns
Community Engagement
Capacity Building

Research and Data Advocacy
Legal Support

Collaboration and Networking



Major Accomplishments

17,875 multi-sectoral
services were provided
to CM survivors




Major Accomplishments

343 girls have been
reintegrated into the
formal educational
system




Major Accomplishments

18 non-formal literacy
classes were
established and
supported
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Successfully stopped
100 marriage cases
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Adopted 33 effective
advocacy documents




Major Accomplishments
Introduced New

Vocational Training
Courses




Major Accomplishments
Enhanced the role of

Awareness-raising
and community
mobilization




1.

GAPS AND CHALLENGES

Limited Reach:

Funding gaps

Cultural sensitivities and gender barriers
Fragmented Efforts:

. Conservative attitudes

Data Deficits:

Lack of reliable data

Inadequate monitoring and evaluation
Weak Legal Frameworks:

Ineffective laws

Weak enforcement

Lack of support services.
Unsustainable Approaches:

Short-term projects

Limited community engagement.
Conflict-specific Challenges:

Insecurity and displacement

Limited access to services

Exacerbation of vulnerabilities






Responding to child marriage in times of
protracted conflict and humanitarian
setting

Tamador Ahmed Abdalla
Child Protection Specialist
UNICEF SUDAN
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Sudan Context

The humanitarian crises has given rise to over 6 million displaced people, half of
them children displaced within the country. While about one million have fled to
neighbouring countries as they start a new life as refugees.

Vulnerability among displaced families increased by facing, physical, social, and

emotional disruptions with limited social support, let alone limited health, education,
and legal services.

SGBYV, VAC, abduction and harmful traditional practices exacerbated. CM has
increased for different reasons, including “Sutra” social norm value for family
honour, poverty, lack of accountability by law enforcement and closure of schools



Sudan Context

Emerging evidence suggests families
have either taken advantage of
social isolation as frontline service
providers pivoted to respond to the
crisis or imposing new dressing
codes on girls and/ or resorting to
coping strategies in the face of rising

poverty get them married. p

CM reported cases in NK state (52
case reported in one week)

perpetuated by Rapid Support
Forces (RSF)




Programmatic Shifts

First, the scope has
been widened.

Social norms programming to end FGM
and Child Marriage remains at the
centre, while allowing to
comprehensively address also other
forms of GBV and related life-saving
SRH needs.

Second, re-
prioritizing withing
the Theory of

Change.

Community engagement and work with
social movements of youth, women and
health initiatives remains a central
element of the social norms work.

Integration of
humanitarian
delivery platforms

New platforms include Child Friendly
Safe Learning Spaces, Women Centers,
mobile clinics, and IDP gathering points,

which are now leveraged for both
community engagement and service
provision.




Humanitarian Response

Over 400 child friendly spaces with
recreational activities and MH/PSS support
for host communities and IDP families at
Gathering centres.

Capacity building for frontline workers
including social workers, teachers, health
providers, community facilitators and
resistance Committees members.

Referral system strengthened including EWS
for CM and FGM



Opportunities:

Child Friendly Space
(CFSs) + Safe Learning

Space (SLSs)




“Makan-nuna”- Our Place
CFSs+ SLS = Makn- nuna

Gathering
centres -
host
communit







Approaches

Using of local dialects and messages for wider outreach of different ethnic groups.
Case-management and the Early Warning System
Diversifying outreach tools - mobile cinema ( Partnership with Red Crescent)

Scaling up CM advocacy and expand in targeted women centres for CCMT

Targeted advocacy with the judiciary system including Imams at a local level. This
helps prevent local magistrates from overruling imams.




Operational challenges & Risk

Political instability in Sudan- Quick turn-over of the key staff in key
ministries

Partners staff self relocation within and outside Sudan has slowed the
momentum of all programs

Low capacity of CSOs /NGOs

Less reproting from hotspot and conflcit areas as the systems are not
covering all states and loclities



OFFICIAL

Priorities & Way forward

the capacity for all stakeholders including Women Led

Strengthen Organisation (WLOs)

Sl S GBV risk mitigation and referral system

Increase Increase target for MCCT




CHILD MARRIAGE IN LEBANON FROM
SOCIALAND LEGAL PERSPECTIVE
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